
A bleeding disorder is a genetic chronic life-long
blood clotting deficiency caused by the absence
or inactivity of a blood protein called a clotting
"factor." When injured, your blood normally
begins clotting to prevent massive loss of blood.

A person with a bleeding disorder can
experience frequent and often spontaneous
episodes of bleeding with the most severe cases
in joints, muscles, and vital organs.  These can
result in life-threatening emergencies and
crippling long-term complications.

Treatments options vary depending on
diagnosis; most patients have to take intravenous
infusions to replace the missing clotting protein
their body lacks.  Hemophilia medications alone
cost an average of more than $270,000 annually
per patient.  This does not account for any
hospitalizations or physician visits. 

The State Hemophilia Program was established
in 1973 to provide for the care and treatment of
persons living with hemophilia and other genetic
bleeding disorders who are unable to pay for the
entire cost of their care.

Advocacy Training

Day on the Hill
Retreats and peer support groups for
families, caregivers, women, men, and
teens
Annual Statewide Educational Meeting
Empower Me Dinners

Scholarships

Emergency Assistance

Camp Freedom (ages 7 - 15)
The Pulse Newsletter with information
about the community
Annual Fall Festival
Fundraising events including golf
tournaments, 5k / FunWalk, Royal Gala
and grassroots events

The Tennessee Hemophilia & Bleeding
Disorders Foundation (THBDF) is a 501 (c) 3
non-profit organization that was formed in
1970 by patients, parents, and health care
professionals to provide support, advocacy,
and education to families affected by bleeding
disorders who receive  care from a Tennessee
Hemophilia Center.

Our mission is to enhance the lives of those
affected by bleeding disorders.

Tennessee Hemophilia & Bleeding Disorders
Foundation

242 Heritage Park Dr., Ste 105 
Murfreesboro, TN  37129

615-900-1486
www.thbdf.org
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Thank you Takeda Pharmaceuticals U.S.A., Inc and 

CSL Behring for supporting our advocacy efforts.

SCAN THE QR CODE BELOW TO SEE
A VIDEO ON SOME OF OUR
COMMUNITY MEMBERS!

ABOUT US 

WHAT IS A BLEEDING DISORDER? THBDF PROGRAMS



Continue funding the Tennessee State
Hemophilia Program which provides
funding for direct care to persons with
hemophilia and also provides funding for
the Hemophilia Treatment Centers across
the state

Extend TennCare to low-income working
adults below 138% of poverty with an
annual income below $17,600.  In Addition
to insuring low-income workers, it would
greatly benefit smaller rural hospitals,
create over 15,000 new jobs and pump over
$1 billion into Tennessee's economy.  In
addition, it would close the coverage gap
between Medicaid income limits and ACA
income requirements and provide health-
care coverage for approximately 300,000
Tennesseans.  This bill is sponsored by Sen.
Briggs (SB 0296) and Rep. Whitson (HB
0351)

Preservation of Medicaid coverage for
caregivers of disabled children, disabled
children & adults & the elderly. Medicaid
provides an absolutely critical safety net for
low-income individuals and families coping
with bleeding disorders

Hold TennCare accountable for promises
made under the block grant for no
reductions in people served, no reductions
in quality of care, and no reductions to
benefits

JUST SAY "NO" 

CO-PAY ACCUMULATOR PROGRAMS (CAPS)
Many Tennesseans rely on financial assistance to help pay for their much-needed medications. This
assistance comes from third-party payers, like pharmaceutical manufacturers. Due to high deductible
and out-of-pocket insurance plans, many would not be able to afford their monthly prescriptions
without this assistance. Some insurance companies and Pharmacy Benefit Managers (PBMs) have copay
accumulator programs (CAPs) that stop these third-party payments from counting towards a patient's
deductible or out-of-pocket cost. 

These insurance companies are then collecting significantly more money (double) for the same
prescription. Insurance policies are unclear and CAPs are almost impossible to discern prior to
enrolling, leaving the policyholder in the dark. This forces the patient to switch or stop taking their
treatment because they cannot afford the high out-of-pocket costs. 

A bill that would allow third-party payments to count towards the patient's deductible or out-of-pocket
costs is currently under review. Please help us support Sen. Swann (SB 1397) and Rep. Rudder (HB 0619)
in passing this bill.  

STEP THERAPY
There is no generic equivalent to the medications needed to treat hemophilia and these medications are
very expensive.  The medications are also highly personalized, not every person reacts the same to each
factor product. When you have a factor product that works, it is problematic to have to change to
another therapy.  Please support the bill of step therapy regulations sponsored by Sen. Henslet (SB-1310)
and Rep. Hall (HB 0677)

WE ASK THAT YOU 
SUPPORT THE FOLLOWING

BE SURE TO GO TO OUR WEBSITE TO SEE IF YOU CAN FIND YOUR
PICTURE! WWW.THBDF.ORG/ADVOCACY


